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knowledge that some kind of imperfect physiological and neural
functioning must underlie the attacks. Evidence as to the inheri-
tance of epilepsy is claimed by some researchers and denied by
others. Recently W. G. LENNOX presented evidence to show that
a relationship exists between epilepsy and the severe headache
known as migraine. The problem is complicated by the possibility
that several forms of epilepsy exist, each of which may be caused
by several factors.
Functional Disorders
Schizophrenia, or dementia precox, is the commonest of the
serious mental diseases. According to Edmund S. Conklin, of
Indiana University, about one-quarter of admissions to mental
hospitals are schizophrenic.
Kraegdin used the term "dcmmtia. jDrecox" to signify serious
mental deterioration occurring early in life. He found its peak of
incidence between ages 20 and 30, and attributed it to physiolog-
ical causes. Bleuler noted that the disease often occurs earlier or
later, and that some patients may be cured or may recover spon-
taneously. Bleuler doubted that it is constitutionally caused, and
defined its chief symptom as emotional rather than intellectual
disruption. He substituted "schizor^hr^jiia" as a more suitable
name; literally this means a splitting of the personality, though
technically it signifies a breaking away from reality.
The following illustrative case of schizophrenia, is mentioned
in Karl A. Menninger's The Human Mind:
"A girl reared in the lap of luxury had been transferred from
a finishing school to a co-educational college. She was very active
socially, but owing to a technicality was not initiated into her
sorority. Simultaneously she failed in one study, a unique experi-
ence for her. Finally there was 'a poor young professor' with
whom, out of sport at first, and then seriously, she began a flirta-
tion. His financial incompetence and other such matters mill-